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Maybe it was that late night text or phone call. Before you read the text or answered the phone, 

you thought, “What now?” If you’re going into 2021 with the same question, today’s message will 

help us view our God-given opportunity and responsibility in the middle of a crazy world.                                                   
 

*  *  *  
 

1. In the ____________________ of times, there are the ____________________ of times. 

 

“We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but  not driven to 

despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down,  

but we are not destroyed.” 

II Corinthians 4:8-9 (NLT) 

 

“He died for everyone so that those who receive His new life will no longer live for themselves. 

Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.” 

II Corinthians 5:15 (NLT) 

 

“So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of 

Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know Him now! This means that 

anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.  

The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” 

II Corinthians 5:16-17(NLT) 

 

2. What we have the privilege of ____________________, we have the responsibility of __________________. 

 

“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself  

and gave us the  ministry of reconciliation.” 

II Corinthians 5:18 (ESV) 

 

 Reconcile means to change, restore, make ____________________. 

 

 “That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.”  

II Corinthians 5:19 (ESV) 

 

 Counting/imputing means to ____________________ to an account. 
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3.  Our ____________________ provides opportunity. 

 

 “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us. We implore you 

on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 

II Corinthians 5:20 (ESV) 

 

 As ambassadors for Christ, we are ____________________ representatives. 

 As ambassadors for Christ, we have a ____________________ appointment. 

 As ambassadors for Christ, we 24/7 ____________________ upon Christ. 

 As ambassadors for Christ, we have a ____________________ message. 

 

4.  What is next in 2021 for our church? 

 We will continue/expand our _____________________ to reconcile people to Christ. 

 We will continue/expand our ____________________ of believers. 

 We will continue/expand our opportunities to ____________________ our community. 

 

*  *  * 

 

 

 Small Talk: Think about a time you received a text or a phone call and thought, 

 “What’s next?” How did it turn out? Was is better or worse than you thought? What did you 

 learn that helped you when you received the next “What’s next?” text or phone call?  

 

 Getting Personal:  Talk about II Corinthians 5:17 with someone. When looking back, 

 talk about something that has changed in your life since you became a Christian. What 

 would you say to someone who is struggling over making a change in their life? 

 

 Making Progress:  How can someone keep the “ambassadors for Christ” at the front of 

 consciousness? How would things change in our conversations with our family, with          

 interaction with people at work or school, or even what I do when I am alone if I am           

 thinking I am representing Christ? 

 

 

  

 

   


