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             According to the Pew Research Center, 65% of Americans describe themselves                         
as Christians. Does it seem like that our country is influenced by a Christian majority?                       

As John is coming to a conclusion of his letter, he brings together                                                        
three vital signs of authentic Christianity. 

 
 

           *  *  *       

1. Vital sign #1:  Faith in Jesus Christ.                

a. Faith in Jesus Christ produces a new __________. 

 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him 
 who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.”                         I John 5:1 (NKJV) 

 Faith is confidence and trust that produces ___________. 

 b. Before our new birth in Christ, we are spiritually __________. 

  “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”    Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) 

  “ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant  
  mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ  
  from the dead.”                I Peter 1:3 (NKJV) 

 

 c. Faith in Jesus ____________ us to consistently and progressively overcoming the world. 

  “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has over 
  come the world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes  
  that Jesus is the Son of God?”                         I John 5:4-5 (NKJV) 

 Present: ”overcomes the world”:  ___________, repeated victory. 

 Future:  “has overcome the world”:  ___________ victory with Jesus 
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2. Vital sign #2:  Love for God and for other Christians. 

 a. Loving God and loving others are ___________________. 

  “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child of God. And everyone  
  who loves the Father loves his children, too.”                        I John 5:1 (NLT) 

 Love shows self-sacrificing actions for the other person’s highest good.  

 b. Love moves beyond emotion to ____________. 

  “ By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His       
  commandments.”                             I John 5:2 (NKJV) 

 

3. Vital Sign #3:  Obedience to God’s commands. 

 a. Our motivation is ____________ to obey, not ____________ to obey. 

  “ Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not        
  burdensome.”                   I John 5:3  (NLT) 

 Obedience is to hear God’s Word, __________ to God’s will, and act accordingly. 

 b. Obedience is the ____________ proof of an ______________ change. 

  “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”            John 14:15 (NKJV) 

  “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?”                        
                                 Luke 6:46 (NKJV) 

 

Talk it over: 

1. Talk about how/when you accepted Jesus as your Savior? Who was influential in you coming 

 to Christ? 

2.  How would you advise someone when it comes to separating the emotion of love and the 

 decision to love? 

3.  What should someone do when they feel God’s commands are burdensome?  

 


