
SERMON LISTENING GUIDE        June 20, 2021

 

             Charles Schultz, the creator of the comic strip Peanuts, said, “It doesn’t matter what you 
believe as long as you are sincere.” Is sincerity the test of truth? Can we be sincerely wrong? John 

helps us identify truth and identity false teaching. 
 
 

*  *  * 

 “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”                                                              
           John 8:32 (NKJV) 

 

1. Helpful definitions from I John 2:18, I John 4:3 

a. “Little children”: A term of endearment and tender _______________. 

b.  “the last hour”: The ___________ of time between Jesus 1st and 2nd coming. 

c.  “the Antichrist”  The future satanic __________ leader. 

d.  “many antichrists”: False teachers who distort the ___________ about Jesus. 

e.  “spirit of the Antichrist”: False religions who ___________ who Jesus is. 

2. Three ways of identifying antichrists/false teachers: 

 a. Antichrists/false teachers deny the _____________ and _________ of Jesus. 

“Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the 
Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the 

Father also.”       

                        I John 2:22-23 (NKJV) 

 

b. Antichrists/false teacher’s true ___________ comes out over time.  
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“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have con-

tinued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of 

us.”                    

 I John 2:19 (NKJV) 

 Note: True Christians stay true to the faith. 

 c. Antichrists/false teachers try to __________ the faithful. 

“ These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you.”                              

                         I John 2:26 (NKJV)  

   

3.  What are our defenses against false teachers/teaching? 

 a. The anointing of God’s Spirit sets off an ____________. 

  “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.”    

                          I John 2:20 (NKJV) 

 

 b. The authority of God’s Word ____________ us in truth. 

  “ So you must remain faithful to what you have been taught from the beginning.    

 If you do, you will remain in fellowship with the Son and with the Father.”                 

                                               I John 2:24 (NLT) 

 

Talk it over: 

Small Talk:  John begins this section of his letter with “Little children” a term of          endear-

ment. How does knowing someone loves you help when you have to have a      difficult conversa-

tion? How does “speak the truth in love” from Ephesians 4:15 guide us? 

 

Getting Personal:  Think about a time when you knew something you heard wasn ’t true. As a 

Christian, how does the Holy Spirit help us discern the truth from lies? How can someone be a per-

son of discernment without becoming skeptical of everyone and everything? Talk about a time 

Scripture helped you determine what direction you would go. 

 

Making Progress:  Anointing of the Spirit and authority of Scripture helps us identify false 

teachers. What helps us be more sensitive to the Spirit?  

 

  Read one of the five chapters of I John each day. 

  Memorize one verse of I John chapter one each week. 


